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From our Worshipful Master
Craig Shankland
Was our new Master …
rapidly preparing to be a
Past Master again.

Special points of interest:
Dear Brethren all,
Hello everyone, here we
are passing the middle of
the year in the depths of
winter and, on the plus
side, the days grow
longer from now on as we
have passed the Winter
Solstice.
Our last Lodge meeting
we were all treated to a
presentation by RWBro
Merv Hallam PDGM who
took us on a journey with
his special insights into
the 1st degree. There are
many parts of the ceremony that we all have
participated in firstly as a
candidate then as a Freemason which have a symbolic and literal meaning
that we all tend to miss as
we concentrate on the
correct presentation of the
ritual. Merv’s presentation
offered an enlightening
analysis enabling interpretation of the meanings
behind the ceremonies,
symbols and words and
how they link to the following degrees. The presentation emphasised that
the First Degree ceremony is the beginning of
a new, long journey into a
life of building a better
person for ourselves. We
were also challenged to
set time aside to analyse
the words in the longer
charges like the final

charge. We were congratulated on our strength
of our Masonic Education
with the monthly Masonic
Moments along with the
special guest speaker
nights such as that meeting.
We are approaching one
of the eventful Lodge
meetings for the year as
we host a double Second
Degree ceremony for our
mother Lodge, United
Service Lodge 330. Bro
Benjamin Casey & Bro
Simon Morris will be conducted through their ceremony of passing to the
Second Degree by a combined team from the two
Lodges. The additional
item for the evening is to
obligate the Master Elect
in preparation for his Installation in September.
During the past month we
received the unfortunate
news that WBro Bob
Youl, PJGD had passed
to the Grand Lodge
above. Now Bob is at
peace after having suffered great discomfort
over recent years. Warm
sympathies to Lois and
her family at this difficult
time. A eulogy for WBro
Bob Youl, PJGD will be
delivered at the July
meeting.

The consecration of Baden Powell Lodge No
1051 NSW & ACT was
held on Saturday 9th July.
A number of Brethren
were able to attend the
day but I was unable to
be there. I have heard
that the day was a wonderful event.

•

WORKING BEE AT
GILWELL PARK
ACHIEVED A LOT BUT
OUR HELP IS STILL
NEEDED

•

BADEN POWELL
LODGE NSW & ACT
CONSECRATED IN THE
PRESENCE OF NA-

During August Baden
Powell Lodge will be making the annual official visit
to our mother Lodge,
United Service 330. This
will be on Monday 8th August so let’s all make it an
exciting night with a good
turn out for a 3rd degree
ceremony.
As I am writing this article
the day at Gilwell Park is
approaching. The nature
of the working bee
changed at the last minute from indoors to outdoors so let’s hope we
booked good weather.
The final social function is
a Sunday Luncheon at
Nelsons 382 in Wantirna
South on Sunday 11th
September. Please mark
the date in your diary. I
look forward to an enthusiastic attendance.
Regards,
Craig Shankland
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TO CONTINUE THEIR
LEARNING
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Working Bee at Gilwell Park
Sunday 17 July looked
grim and freezing at home
when we left for Gilwell
Park. The sun was shining and the infamous Gilwell Mist was absent by
the time we arrived there.
Ten of us including Leah
Rinkel were treated to an
interesting explanation of
the new Environment
Centre by Annette Cook,
BC Environment, before
we commenced the real
work of the day—
reinforcing a new track to
retard storm erosion.
Runoff after heavy rain
causes considerable ero-

sion around Gilwell and
tracks often become impassable. The imminent
Cuboree needs ready access for the enthusiastic
Cubs as do most events
up there. Safe tracks reduce the hazards a little.
The work was relatively
light but challenging as
steep inclines, muddy terrain and typical Gilwell
undergrowth tested our
skills at staying upright.
We were all warm and
short of breath by the time
we finished but the overall
effect was impressive.

A light lunch topped off a
good day’s work, still without that infamous Mist.
After lunch we finalised
the work before walking to
the Russell Troop Room,
site of more impressive
restoration work. This is
heritage listed but requires
a heavy financial commitment before preservation
can be assured. The
Lodge has been asked for
help but cannot do it
alone.
More tasks at Gilwell will
come our way as the Environment Centre commences full operation.

It looked easier than it was.
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Most of us stayed upright … but some mothers do have them.

Rosella Patrol was
hungry and curious.

Annette and Craig

Work completed.
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Baden Powell Lodge No 1051 NSW & ACT
The new Baden Powell
Lodge was consecrated in
Sydney by the Grand
Master on Saturday, 9
July. This was a momentous event for both Scouting and Freemasonry.
Representatives from Baden Powell Lodges in WA,
SA, Qld and Vic attended.
Our representatives were
John Glover, Rob Kamer,
Michael (and Joan) Baden

-Powell and David Kamer.
Comparisons across jurisdictions are misleading
and unfair but suffice to
say that the ceremonial
was substantially different
to what we see in Victoria.
It is less formal at all levels.
The new WM was installed by his son in the
presence of the GM and

this created a special moment for all involved.
John Glover read a letter
from our WM who couldn’t
attend then presented the
Lodge with a perpetual
Master’s collarette featuring our Foundation Jewel.
This was warmly received.
A more detailed report will
follow when photographs
are available.

A Walk Through the First Degree
If anyone had any doubts
about the new Masonic
Advancement Programme
(MAP) that was recently
introduced those doubts
would have been dispelled
at our June meeting when
RWBro Merv Hallam,
PDGM walked us through
the First Degree.
Merv instigated the MAP
concept and is undoubtedly the doyen of presenters in this area.
The presentation was enriched because one of our
visitors was Benjamin Casey EA from United Service Lodge who will be
Passed to the Second

Degree at our July meeting.
During the presentation
we were treated to a detailed expose of the symbolism behind every aspect of the Initiation Ceremony. The key message
is that the ceremony is not
only the commencement
of a Masonic life but also
a new foundation for our
personal lives. Questions
and answers challenged
many of us whilst engaging all of us.
Reactions after RWBro
Merv’s presentation
showed that we all have
much to learn along our

Masonic journeys. Very
experienced members
made many new discoveries of old facts and concepts and were genuinely
enthusiastic with their
praise.
The reaction to this First
Degree MAP in our Lodge
paves the way for similar
explorations of the other
Degrees.
These talks are seldom
given to individual Lodges
so we were very fortunate
that Merv Hallam agreed
to come to our Lodge. We
are all the richer for the
experience. More of the
same will not go astray.

The Master’s collarette and
accompanying plaque presented to Baden Powell
Lodge No 1051 NSW & ACT.

“THE INITIATION
CEREMONY IS
NOT ONLY
ABOUT JOINING
FREEMASONRY.
IT IS ABOUT THE
JOURNEY OF
LIFE IN THE
COMPANY OF
OTHER
IDEALISTIC AND
GOOD MEN.”

Bro Benjamn Casey, EA and RWBro
Merv Hallam, PDGM after our June
meeting. Two visitors who made our
June meeting memorable.
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Uniting Masonic Principles and the Scout Law in thought, word and deed.
BADEN POWELL LODGE NO 488
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Prayer........
So far today, God, I've done all right. I haven't gossiped, I haven't lost my temper. Haven't been grumpy, nasty or selfish. I'm really glad of that. But in a few minutes, God, I'm
going to get out of bed. From then on, I'm probably going to need all the help I can get....

What is "Generation Y?

Dining can be Challenging

People born before 1946 were called The Silent Generation..

A couple went for a meal at a Chinese restaurant
and ordered the 'Chicken Surprise', The waiter
brought the meal, served in a lidded cast iron
pot. Just as the wife was about to serve herself,
the lid of the pot rose slightly and she briefly saw
two beady little eyes looking around before the lid
slammed back down.

The Baby Boomers are those born between 1947 and 1959.
Generation X people have been born between 1960 and 1979.
Generation Y were born between 1980 and 2010
Why do we call the last group Generation Y ?
I always thought it was because they say....
Y should I get a job ?
Y should I leave home and find my own place ?
Y should I get a car when I can borrow yours ?
Y should I clean my room ?
Y should I wash and iron my own clothes?
Y should I buy any food ?

What Kids Do
Considering all the brilliant, devious minds we had in high
school, I don't know how we missed doing this........

'Good grief, did you see that?' she asked her husband. He hadn't, so she asked him to look in the
pot. He reached for it and again the lid rises, and
he saw two little eyes looking around before it
slammed back down.
Rather perturbed, he called the waiter over, explained what was happening, and demanded an
explanation.
'Please sir,' said the waiter, 'what you order?'
The husband replied, 'Chicken Surprise.'
'Ah! So sorry, I brought you Peking Duck.”

At a high school in Montana, a group of students played a
prank....they let three goats loose inside the school. But before turning them loose, they painted numbers on the
sides of the goats: 1, 2, and 4.
School Administrators spent most of the day looking for No. 3.

The Perils of Modern Technology

